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Speci al Message to the Creative Conmunity

Recently the Entertainment Industries Council, Inc. (EIC) hosted the nationa |eadership of organizationsworking
to prevent gun violence, aswell as professiona swhose constituents are affected by gun violence, at the National
Association of Broadcastersin Washington, D.C. Thismeeting, called Picture This, wasthefollow-uptoasmilar
Picture Thismeeting held | ast year, which focused on substance abuse, addiction, and treatment.

Thisdocument providesan understanding of the many landscapes of gun violence, safety and injury prevention and
hopefully it will spark new, creativewaysof addressing theissueswithinthe storylinesyou develop. Asacrestor,
you will bearmed with themost current information availableand astronger sense of how your audienceresponds
to the myriad topicsrelated to the broader issue of gun violence, safety and injury prevention.

The purpose of the most recent Picture Thiswasto asertain thekey issuesrelated to gun violencethat different
popul ations acrossthe country areexperiencingtoday. Theissuesdiscussed ranged from policiesand legdlitiesto
suicide and gun storage, from urban violence and empowerment of youth to rural gun use and the perceptions of
gun ownership by much of thegenera public. Theresultsof thediscussionsaredetailedinthisdocument. Facts
arefootnoted, and someanecdotal informationis provided by experts participating in Picture This.

Beforedelving into such acomplex issue, it isimportant to acknowledgethe elephant intheroom: Thereisa
raging debate in Americaabout gun use, gun ownership, and gun-related laws. Thisdebate polarizesindividuals,
affects peopleon apersonal and often emotional level, and ispassionately argued by both sides of theissue—those
who oppose gunsand thosewho favor them. However, theissueisnot entirely black and white; thereare many
shadesof grey that deserveanaysisinlight of the“dippery dope” argument so often employed for theissuesof gun
violenceand injury prevention. ItisEIC sbelief that if we can accept thefact that thereisan argument, we can
movepastit tolook at real factsand thelivesand communitiesaffected by gun violence, asviolenceimpacts
peopl€ slivestoday.

EIC smission and operating principlesuncompromisingly protect the creative freedom of the entertainment

community, whilerecognizing and promoting those productionsthat accurately depict and proactively addressthe
epidemicof violence. Thisisevidenced by the EDGE Awards (Entertainment Depi ctions of Gun Education), given
annualy totelevision and film productionswhose storylines discourage gun violence and promote gun safety and injury
prevention. Visit eiconline.org for moreinformation about the EDGE Awards and the submission process. Entry forms
areavailablefor download.

Asaways, pleaselet usknow if EIC (www.eiconline.org) and our technical assistance service, First Draft
(310.446.7818), can provideyou with additiona information and resourcesfor accurately depicting gun violence, safety
andinjury prevention and other health and social issues. Accuratedepiction yieldspowerful entertainment, and we
saluteyour contributionsto “theart of making adifference.”

Sincerdy,

- A r
e %7

Brian Dyak

President and CEO

Entertainment Industries Council, Inc.
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Setting the Scene

Most peoplehaveimpressionsof gun
violencethat are not dwaysaccurate. Public
relations campaigns by pro-gun organizations, as
well asthe newsand entertainment mediaplay a
large part informing the public’sperception of the
issue. Thisisinpart becausetheincidentsof gun
violence most publicized arethosewith themost
shock value, or thosethat strongly support a
belief system, political, or legal position. There
are several mythsand misconceptionsthat are
constantly perpetuated, often unintentionaly.

The Challenge: Broaden the manner in
which you portray gun violence so that the
characters you develop and the situations
you create realistically capture the
complexity and diversity that surrounds
gun violence. Consider the facts and
challenge the popular myths and
misconceptions.

A gun in the hone
w || nmake you safer?

Thereisacommonly-held notionthat aguninthehome

will makeonesafer but, intruth, al gun carriersare
dangerous, even law abiding citizenswho haveagunin
their homefor personal protection. Infact, aguninthe
homeismorelikely to be used against the owner or the
owner’sfamily than assalf-defense against anintruder.

A guninthe
= RrewDAtoMTRE — || Momeis
AEADLINES? > usedin
- !\r?“* fewer than
. 4 29% of
Pol i ce have charged t he grand- |
father of a three year-old boy ) ;
who fatally shot himself in the Invason
face with a gun he found at the crimes.t
grandfat her’s apartnment. The Further, a
gr andf at her was babysi tti ng t he gunkeptin
boy, who found the gun hidden .
in abedroomwhil e he was pl ay- thehc_)mels
ing. The grandfather has been fourtimes
charged wi th m sdeneanor child morelikely
negl ect and failure to store a to be
firearmout of the reach of a involvedin
m nor.
) a
Associ ated Press unintentiond
17 March 2004 ShOOtlng,
seventimes

morelikely to beused inacriminal assault or homicide
and 11 timesmorelikely to be used to commit or attempt

suicidethanto beused in sl f-defense.?

Despitethe overwhelming evidencethat demonstratesthe
elevated risk of injury or deathwhenaguniskept inthe
home, thereis<till awiddy held notion that aguninthe
homewill makeone safer. Thereisareasonable explana-
tion for thedisconnect between fact and fiction about the
risk of keeping aguninthe home—firearmsaredeliber-
ately marketed with theintent of persuading consumersto
believethat they are essential to the protection of homes
andfamilies. Thefirearmsindustry and related organiza-
tionsarevery successful in promoting thisnotion despite
thefact that public health studieshave repeatedly proven
that gun ownership gresatly increasesthelikelihood of
homicideor injury toloved ones. Thefactsspeak for
themsdves

S Foreverytineagunisusedinthe hone
inaledlyjustifiddeshoaingthereae
2cainmmd, winetiod adsudde

rd aedshoati ngs. 3

The presence of aguntrip estheriskof
ahonnci deinthe hone. *

o The presence of aguninthe hone i ncreases

theriskof sucdefivefdd?®

9 Thepresenced agundranatica ly

I ncreases the chance that a donesti c
vid enceinci det wll endinnorder,
dtenwth nseconds after agunis
brand shed ©

Oneissue both pro- and anti-gun advocates can agree
uponissafety. If youchooseto haveafirearmin




your home, itisimperative
tostoreit assafely as
possible. Safety methods
canincludelock boxesand
trigger locks.

TheNationd RifleAsso-
ciation (NRA) advisesa
lock box, for saleat a
discount toitsmembers,
whichutilizestheverifica
tion of an authorized
person'sfingerprintsto
control and permit access.
Thislock box cannot be

TS RTRRED FROM TRE =
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A Lake City woman was air -
lifted to the hospital after
her gun accidently fell into
her commpde and shot her in
the buttocks. The wonan had
recently conmpleted a firearns
safety class and purchased
the gun to protect herself
from robberies.

Lake City Reporter (Florida)

21 Cct ober 2002

overridden, and there are no special security codes, which
makesit unlikely that it could be opened by anyone not

authorized to useit.

Public safety groups, gun manufacturersandthe NRA

Aboveadl dse, remember that aguninyour
homeismost likely to cause harm or death
unintentionally or to someoneyou know
intimately. Weighyour decisontoowna
gunfor protectionwiththestatistically
proven consequences.

A gun dealer was injured in
hi s shop when a handgun bei ng
handl ed by a custoner accidently

di scharged. There was no clip
in the gun, but a round had
been in the chanber. The

shooter was a steady custoner
for five years, who visited
the shop two or three tines a
week.

Heral d Pal | adi um (M chi gan)

agreethat if you must keep aguninyour home, the
following safety stepshaveto beapplied:

Unl i

S Learnthe characteristics of your

21 April

2004

kely characters

firearm
S Treat everyfirearmasifitis
| cadked.
A ways point the mizzleinasafe
drection
Keep your finger off the trigger.
Never rely on a nechani cal safety.

The Challenge: Consider the true
demographics of gun violence, and
create characters that do not fall
into often false stereotypes —
especially the “superpredator.”

Keep gun unl caded and act i on open
unti | ready toshoat.

Knowyour target and what’ s behi nd Unfortu
Use onl y the correct anmuni tion for
your firearm

Knowwhat to do i n case of amsfire
Var protective ear and eye

urbs, an

The Super predator:

nately, many Americanshavethemisconception

it that urban areascontain arisk far greater than the sub-

d that ayoung black maninthecity ismore

dangerousthan awhitekidinthesuburbs. Theover-
depiction of poor, urban black violence and the under-

equ pent .

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=

Keep firearmfree of obstructions
and wel | nai ntai ned.

Don' t nodi fy your firearm

Do not mix guns w th al cohol ; over-

depiction of middle-classsuburban or rura whiteviolence
can perpetuate and solidify racial stereotypes. Whilegun
violenceiscertainly an epidemic among inner-city minority
populations, itisnot auniversal trait for araceor genera
tion of youth. Indeed, whileyoung black men are often
depicted asdangerous, therash of school shootingswhich

the-counter, prescriptionor illegal
drugs; or fatigue.

inspired theterm* superpredator” were committed by
young whitemen.



Consider that |ocation and racearenot the best indicators  moreextensiveexplorationsof therolethat mediamay play
increating or sustai ning these negative attitudes,” saysDr.

Mary Beth Oliver, Co-Director of the MediaEffects
Laboratory at Penn State. “Mismemory” of thekind
highlighted by thisstudy hasgraveimplicationsonissues
from law enforcement to socid interaction.

for violent behavior. Accesstofirearms, mentd illness,
fear of bullying, family problems, substance abuseand
addiction, and unstable homesareamong many factors
that can contributeto gun violence. Thesefactorsspan
race, religion, gender and economic status.

The Challenge: Consider incorporating into your scripts
the following types of relationships and characteristics
that can prevent violence among your young characters:

v Positive role models; exposure to a greater number
of positive than negative behaviors.

v Development of self-esteem and self-efficacy.

v Supportive relationships, including those with teach
ers and friends.

v Strong social skills.

v Good peer relationships.

v A close, trusting relationship with an adult outside
the family.

v Great empathy and support from

WOnen

the mother or a mother figure.

Fi ve boys and two girls aged 11
and 12 were sentenced in
Al anpsa, CO after taking guns
and bullets into their mddle
school. They were gi ven conmu-
nity service and probation and
wer e expel | ed fromtheir school.
Associ ated Press

2004

Cri m nal
A recent Penn State research study concluded that
racial stereotypesaffect witnesses memoriesof
suspects. “Inessence, our findings support the

notion that stereotypes of black men asviolent
criminasarereflected inwhat peoplerecall from

St er eot ypes:

T

T RTARED SROM THRE
_—_ menviest
A/

A 61-year-old man was ar-
rai gned Monday on al |l egati ons
that he shot his wife while
she wat ched TV in bed and then
threatened to kill police who
responded to the scene. The
shooter told police he “flipped
out” while he and his wfe
wer e ar gui ng because he didn’t
want her taking a four-day trip
to New Mexico to visit her
not her. The woman was sitting
up i n bed, snacking on sal non
and wat chi ng fornmer President
Ronal d Reagan’s funeral on TV
when her husband shot her with
a .38-caliber pistol from
about 10 feet away.

The Oregon

15 June 2004

newsreports... Americans reliance on newsfor
information pointsto the need for

Domestic Violenceand gunsareadeadly
combination. Contrary to popular belief,
many women who are murdered are not
killed by strangers, but with afirearm by
men they know. Morethanfour timesas
many women are murdered by gunsused
by their husbands or intimate acquaintan-
cesthan arekilled by strangers’ guns,
knives, or other weapons combined.’

Gunviolenceinintimate partner relation-
shipsdoesnot alwaysinvolveagunshot

fatality or even
physicd injury. A
recent Harvard
School of Public
Hedlth study empha
sizedthat hogtilegun
disolaysagaing family
membersoccur more
oftenthan gunsused
for self-defenseand
that hostilegun
displaysareoften
actsof domestic
violencedirected
toward women.
Whilesuchdisplays
maly not requirea
traumasurgeon,
consider themental
impact caused to the
womanor family
member involved.
Suchtraumatic
instancescan cause

long-lasting psychol ogical and emotional consequences.



Children and Young Adults:

Inthe United States, darming numbersof childrendieor
arebadly injured asaresult of gun violence. In 2000
alone (most current statisticsavailable), the death satistics
for people age 19 and under are staggering:

1, 776: H rear mHom ci de
1,007: Hrearm&uici de
193: Lhintentional shooting

Young peopl e can find themsalves caught inthecrossfire
of domestic violenceand crime. Older childrenuseguns
forimpulsesuicidesor tokill themselvesor others,
intentionally or unintentionaly. Evenvery young children
cankill or injure someoneif they have accesstoagun
that isnot stored properly. Children asyoung astwo
have enough strength to dischargegunswith avery light
trigger pull. For example, in 1996 thethree-year-old
daughter of aDidtrict of Columbiapoliceofficer uninten-
tionally shot and killed herself with her father’sservice
pistal.

Sui ci de

Accesstofirearmsfor peoplewho suffer from psychiatric
problemshasthe potential to bedeadly. Suicideisthe
eighthleading cause of deathin America, accordingtothe
Nationa Institute on Mental Health (NIMH). NIMH aso
reportsthat scientific evidence hasshown that amost all
peoplewho taketheir own liveshave adiagnosable mental
or substance abuse disorder, and the mgjority havemore
than onedisorder. Thismeansthat thefeelingsthat often
contributeto suicidal behaviorsaretreatable. Research
about thesedisorderswill givescientists, physicians, socid
workers, teachersand othersabetter understanding of the
symptomsthat accompany thoughtsof suicide, which may
help prevent the act.

Wii ch of your characters are at the
greatest risk?

* 4 times as many men commit suicide as women.

* Women report suicide attempts 2 to 3 times as
often as men.

¢ White males commit suicide more than any other
group, 72 percent of suicides.

* The highest rates of suicide are for those over the
age of 65.

¢ Suicide rates are generally higher than the national
average in the western states and lower in the
eastern and midwestern states.

Thereisacomplexity to thedepiction of suicide. While
portraying suiciderisksthe danger of beinginstructional,
entertalnment mediacan heighten awarenessof the
warning sgnsthat aloved oneisconsideringsuicide. The
Nationa Alliancefor theMentdly Il (NAMI) andthe
Nationa Mentad HealthAssociation (NMHA) indicatethe
following behaviorsaswarning signsof suicidal thoughts:

* Unusual personality changes.

* Lack of interest in things they used to enjoy.
* Changes in eating and/or sleeping habits.

e Withdrawal from friends and family.

* Absences from school or work.

e Decrease in performance at school or work.
* Changes in personal hygiene.

* Astrong sense of guilt, shame or emptiness.
* Obsessions with death.

* Giving away belongings, including pets.

e Strange or unusual behavior.



The Aftermath You Never See

Another mgor issueto consider isthedebilitating conse-
guencesfor the person whose hand isbehind thetrigger.
Infact, the act of shooting agun, evenfor protection, isa

For every firearmfatality inthe United States, thereare
two non-fatal firearminjuries. If evenasinglegunshot
woundissurvived, theremay bealifelong seriesof
medical and psychological chdlengesthat facethevictim,
hisor her family membersand hedlthcare providers. The
American Association of Peoplewith Disabilitiesreports
that gun violenceisoneof thefastest growing causes of
disability intheUnited States.

The Challenge: Consider depicting
the relatively unexplored reality that
could face a non-fatal gunshot wound
victim: a colostomy bag, a feeding
tube, becoming paralyzed, loss of
sexual function, depression,
unemployment, brain damage,
blindness, and other physical and
mental problems.

Inadditionto thephysical and emotional devastation
caused by non-fatal gunshot wounds, the economic
implicationsareincredibly taxing. Amongthemost serious
firearminjuries, suchastraumatic braininjury (TBI) and
spind cordinjury (SCI), thelifetime of careand rehabilita-
tive services can cost upwards of $1,000,000 over the
courseof apatient’slife. Evenvictimswith lessserious
injuriessuffer sgnificant financial impact. Because many
gunshot victimsare uninsured, taxpayers, through public
healthcare and public debt, pay almost 85% of medical
chargesdueto gunshots. Itisestimated that morethan
64,000 Americansareinjured by gunfireevery year,
requiring some$2.3 billionin direct medical treatment. By
some

. KTARED FRON THE
lostproduc- || T e g s
tivity and -
~
other costs e ! ' |
: -year-o teen is accuse
ralse;he. of shooting his 16-year-old ex-
annua price girlfriend in the waiting room
tagforgun of a women’s health clinic. The
injuriesto gunshot left the girl a
morethan quadril pegic, and her famly has
T filed a $50 mllion |awsuit
$100billion. agai nst the defendent.
The Desert Sun (California)
19 May 2004

highly
traumatic ~— —
event . KTIAED mECON THE

' D TAES S
Peoplewho .--:,,...-;f"‘
fireweap- -
ons, indlud- A sol dier recently returned hore
inl from Iraqg committed suicide.
Inglav He had begun showi ng signs of
enforcement post traumatic stress disor-
andmilitary der, and had told his fanily
personnel that one of his main reasons
who are for distress was that he shot
trained t and killed two unarned Iraqi
ranedio sol ders after being ordered to
doso, very do so.
oftensuffer The Republican (Mass)
psychologi- 24 August 2004
ca effects
induding
nightmares, phobias, post-traumatic stressdisorder,
anxiety attacks, etc.
The Other Victins

Secondary victimsare often forgotten in thewake of gun
violence. Thesevictimsincludethe parents, children,
siblings, spousesand friends of thegunshot victim. These
arethe peoplewho most often haveto deal with law
enforcement, the medical examiner, the court system, and
thepressduring their grieving process. Theimpact to the
secondary victimscan belong and traumatic.




Quns and Politics

A well-regulated militia being
necessary to the security of a free State,
the right of the people to keep and
bear Arms shall not be infringed.
2" Amendment,

U.S. Constitution

Thecrux of thepolitical debate— extending from our
communitiesto Capitol Hill — istheinterpretation of the
2 Amendment of theU.S. Condtitution. Many arguethat
the 2 Amendment givesunrestricted rightsto American
citizensto ownfirearms, however, many historiansand
scholarsaswell asU.S. courts, have concluded that the
2" Amendment was designed to protect state-organized
militiasrather than theindividual right to own firearms.

Thefederal court system hasnever struck downagun
control measure asuncongtitutional, and hasupheld the
belief that the 2™ Amendment pertainsto militias, asthe
Founding Fathershad adeep distrust of afedera army. In
fact, thefollowing decisionsfrom the United States
Supreme Court indicate that restrictionson gun ownership
arecongtitutional®.

Maki ng a case out of it...

* “In 1886, the Court ruled in Presser v. Illinois that the 2™
Amendment functions only as a check on the power of
the federal government preventing it from interfering
with a state’s ability to maintain a militia and in no way
limits the states’ power to regulate firearms.”

e *.. 1939 decision, United States v. Miller. In Miller the
Court upheld a federal law making it a crime to ship a
sawed-off shotgun in interstate commerce. Refusing to
strike down the law on 2" Amendment grounds absent
any evidence that a sawed-off shotgun had ‘some
reasonable relationship to the preservation or efficiency
of a well-regulated militia,” the Court held that the 2
Amendment ‘must be interpreted and applied’ only in
the context of safeguarding the continuation and
effectiveness of the state militias.”

* “In United States v. Warin, the Sixth Circuit Court of
Appeals in 1976 expressed exasperation with the
misguided arguments made by the defendant in
attempting to persuade the court that the federal law
prohibiting possession of an unregistered machine gun

violated his 2" Amendment rights. Upholding the
defendant’s conviction, the court stated, ‘It would
unduly extend this opinion to attempt to deal with every
argument made by the defendant... all of which are based
on the erroneous supposition that the 2™ Amendment is
concerned with the rights of individuals rather than
those of the states.’”

“... the most significant case is the 1980 decision in
Lewis v. United States. The majority opinion, joined by
then Chief Justice Warren Burger and current Chief
Justice William Rehnquist, ruled that the restrictions
contained in the Gun Control Act of 1968 prohibiting
felons from owning firearms were constitutional. In its
analysis, the Court applied a ‘rational basis’ standard,
which requires that the remedy need merely be
‘rationally related to a legitimate purpose.’ ... When
determining whether a statute meets equal protection
requirements, statutes that impinge on fundamental,
individual rights such as freedom of speech or the right
to counsel are judged by the more rigorous ‘strict
scrutiny’ standard. In Lewis, the Court stated, ‘These
legislative restrictions on the use of firearms do not
trench upon any constitutionally protected liberties.’
The opinion listed voting, the practice of medicine, and
even holding office in labor organizations as ‘activities
far more fundamental than the possession of a
firearm.””

“And in January 1991 the U.S. Supreme Court refused to
hear a challenge to the 1986 congressional ban on the
manufacture of new machine guns. The Court let stand
aruling by the Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals in
Farmer v. Higgins that denying the plaintiff a license to
manufacture a new machine gun was not
unconstitutional.”

“Most recently, in 1996, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit held that an individual had no standing to
raise a 2" Amendment claim. In Hickman v. Block the
court held, ‘Because the 2@ Amendment guarantees the
right of the states to maintained armed militia, the
states alone stand in the position to show legal injury
when this right is infringed.””



Assaul t Weapons:
Mlitary Guns, Public Purchase?

In 1994, Congress passed aban on the production of
certain semiautomati c assault weapons— military-style
guns— aswell ashigh-capacity ammunition magazines
that hold morethan 10 rounds. Thelaw banned specific
assault weaponsby name and also classified asassault
weapons semiautomatic firearmsthat could accept a
detachableammunition magazine and had two additional
assault weapon design characteristics. Thislaw —
despitethe support of policeorganizationsand the genera
public— sunset on September 13, 2004.

In responseto the ban, many manufacturersbegan making
“post-ban” versions of the banned weapons, whose
differenceswere only cosmetic. Thesenew gunshave
been marketed and exploited by their manufacturersas
circumventing theAssault WeaponsBan. Aswiththe
outlawed weapons, the newer versions are capabl e of
sprayingwith bulletsalargeareavery quickly, and being
reloaded very quickly.

In order to keep these dangerous weapons unavailablefor
purchaseinthe United States, itiscritical that Congress
pass, and the President sign, abill whichwill strenghthen
President Clinton’s 1994 A ssault Weapons Ban.

A teddy bear or a handgun?

Gunsarevirtualy theonly consumer product inthe United
States not regulated for safety standards becausethe
political debatethat surroundsthisissueiscrippling. The
Consumer Federation of Americareportsthat the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) regulatesthe
safety of nearly 15,000 consumer products
used in or around the home but no federal

Safety regulations have done much to decrease the rate of
accidenta injury resulting fromthemisuseor faulty manu-
facturing of other consumer products. For instance, more
thanthirty yearsago the Nationa Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) wasestablished inresponseto
thegrowing concern about trafficfatalities. TheNHTSA
created safety regulations addressing thefollowing com-
ponentsof automotive manufacturing: accelerator control
systems; warning devices; head restraints; door locks;
occupant crash protection; seat belt assemblies; child
restraint systems; sideimpact protection; roof crush
resistance; rear impact protection; and flammability of
interior materials. Usingthe NHTSA model, thegun
manufacturing industry could beregulated to incorporate
bas ¢ safety standards, thuseliminating many accidental
injurieseach year.

T RTAAED FROM TRE

ZE MEADLINES”
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A teen who was paralyzed by a
gun judged to be defective | ost
a half-mllion dollar attenpt
to buy the gun company liable
for hisinjuries. He was seven
when a gun misfired and the
bull et severed his spine. A
jury decided that the gun was
defective and awarded the boy
the largest verdict ever in a
product-liability lawsuit in-
vol ving a gun manufacturer.
Wtchita Eagle
12 August 2004

agency hasthe power to ensurethat guns
manufactured and sold are safe. Teddy bears
aremoreregulated than gunsinAmerica

The Challenge: Weigh in on the political
debate via conversations between your
characters about the myriad legal and
legislative issues currently surrounding
firearms.




Exanpl es of Actionsthe U S

Depart nent of Justi ce coul d t ake under
the F rearns Saf ety and Consuner
Protection Act®:

©

Issue recalls and order repairs to
faulty models of firearms.

Set minimum safety standards,
including:
— child resistant safety locks
— magazine disconnect (prevents
gun from firing once the
ammunition magazine is
removed).
— load indicators so that people
can easily see if a gun is loaded

Set minimum size requirements,
since smaller guns can be more
easily concealed, posing a greater
threat to schools, airports, etc.
(Congress has banned the
importation of guns not meeting
minimum height and length
requirements, but there are no
requirements for domestically
manufactured guns.)

Ban specific models and classes of
firearms or firearms products
that are known to be faulty or
pose a geater risk than the norm.

Footnotes:

11 Kellerman, AL, et. Al. Weapon involvement
in home invasion crimes. JAMA. 1995: 273:
1795-1762.

2 Kellerman, A, et al. Injuries and deaths due
to firearms in the home. The Journal of
Trauma; Injury, Infection, and Critical Care.
Vol. 45, No. 2, 1998.

3 Brady Campaign — Firearm Facts, http://
www.bradycampaign.org/facts/factsheets/
?page=firefacts

4 1bid

5 Ibid

6 Doctors Against Handgun Injury,
http://www.doctorsagainsthandguninjury.org
7 When Men Murder Women: An Analysis of
2001 Homicide Data: Females Murdered by
Males in Single Victim/Single Offender
Incidents. 2003. Violence Policy Center,
Washington, D.C.

8 Violence Policy Center, http://www.vpc.org
9Consumer Federation of America, http://
www.consumerfed.org






Concl usi on

Itisour hopethat you, the creator, have been inspired by thisedition of Picture Thistoincorpo-
rateinto your storylinessomered lifeexamples, current events, statistics, and portrayalsof critical
issuessurrounding gun violence, safety and injury prevention. All genresof entertainment canand do
impart informationto their audiences, whichinturnmay influencereal-lifedecisonsand beliefs. If the
information that audiencesreceiveviatheir favoritetel evision shows, filmsand musicrecordingsis
factual, they will bearmed with information upon which they can form educated opinions.

Gunviolenceisnot anissueonly appropriatefor police, medical or legal dramas. All typesof
programming— fromtelevision comediesto country music— can find an angle of theissuethat will
appedl totheir audience whilemaintaining theintegrity of the production.

ElIC wasestablished in 1983 by |eaders of the entertainment industry to provide creatorswith
accurateinformation and resourcesfor usein the depiction of health and social issues. EIC operates
under the principlethat creativeintegrity must be protected and respected; we utilizeanonjudgmental
process; promotevolunteer participation; and recognize that theindustry isonesmall pieceof the
societal puzzlewhich setsand implementsitsown agenda. We haveagreat wedlth of free-of-charge
resourcesfor creatorsinterested in portraying avariety of issues, and can connect you with expertsin
variousfie dswithwhom you may speak confidentialy.

Asyou know, EIC producesthe PRISM Awards, the annually tel evised awards show honoring
the accurate depi ction of substance use, addiction and recovery in entertainment productions. Using
PRISM asamodel, EI C haslaunched another awards program, the EDGE Awards (Educational
Depictionsof Gunsin Entertainment), to honor productionswith content that accurately increases
awareness about gun violence, safety and injury prevention. Itisour belief that those creatorswith the
courageand crestivity to addressgun violence responsi bly should be publically honored by their
colleagueswithin theentertainment industry, policymakerson Capitol Hill, and thepublicat large. You
may download acall for entry or learn more about the EDGE Awards by visiting eiconline.org,
emailing eschollian@eiconline.org or calling 703.481.1414.

EIC applaudsyour proactive effortsto respons bly addressgun violence, safety and injury
prevention. Your programming offersavery rea opportunity to changethe nature of public discussion
about gun violence by chalenging myths, promoting acomplete understanding of themyriad i ssues,
and motivating audiencesto take positive action to stop gun violence. Althoughthevariousissues
presented inthisedition of Picture This can beargued philosophically and academicaly, the danger to
public health by gun violenceisundeniable— you arein aunique position to help curb the epidemic
of violencegrowing inAmericatoday.
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