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Introduction

As most writers, producers, directors,
and anyone else working within the enter-
tainment industry are aware, good stories
don’t often come fully developed and cam-
era-ready; they take a sound knowledge of
the subject matter, prodigious creativity,
and a great deal of compromise and col-
laboration before film can roll.

This publication is intended to serve 
as a tool for creative professionals involved
in the passionate, sometimes painful, and
hopefully, rewarding process of entertain-
ment production. Within these pages are
facts, statistics and scientific findings to aid
in the development and implementation of
manuscripts, in addition to anecdotal sto-
ries and depiction suggestions to expand
creative choices.

The focus of this second volume of
Spotlight on Depiction of Health and Social
Issues is on an object that has become a
conspicuous mainstay in films and on televi-
sion: the gun. Almost since film first began
rolling, audiences have been witnessing
carefully choreographed gunfights, result-
ing in “bad guys” receiving their dues, and
unscathed heroes walking away, only to 
fire their guns again in later scenes. While
this and related scenarios are common
onscreen, gun violence seldom results in
such ideal outcomes. If creators of enter-
tainment product find it necessary to incor-
porate firearm violence in their produc-
tions, it is the hope of the Entertainment
Industries Council, Inc. (EIC) that these
scenes will be represented with accuracy.

This book was created to reinforce
EIC’s principle interest in the accurate
depiction of health and social issues. By
showing true-to-life consequences associat-
ed with gun violence depicted on screen,
the entertainment industry can reduce the
allure of gunplay, while at the same time
increasing dramatic interest in a storyline.

This volume of Spotlight on Depiction
of Health and Social Issues is an effort 
to explore alternative ways of portraying
and resolving conflict, as well as to offer
creative new ways of portraying firearm
violence, based on unbiased research and
reality-based consequences of gun vio-
lence. This book was developed by the
Entertainment Industries Council, Inc., 
with support from the Joyce Foundation.

Additional Resources
To supplement this resource material,

EIC provides Spotlight on Depiction
Briefings to the creative, marketing and
standards and practices staffs of networks,
production companies, studios, and indi-
vidual productions. In addition to a pre-
sentation focused on firearm depiction, 
EIC also offers briefings on drug addiction
and recovery.

Enhancing these educational resource
services is First Draft™, a free script and
preproduction technical assistance service.
All related EIC activities are listed in the
back of this book.
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The Entertainment Industries Council, Inc. (EIC) sprang to life from one sentence I wrote for
a policy paper, and that was ”to bring the power and influence of the entertainment industry to
bear on our nation’s war on drugs.” From this, the scope of our mission was established and then
broadened to include a variety of health and social issues. Thus began the idea of encouraging the
art of making a difference.

EIC operates from the core organizational principles of knowledge that the creative community
is one small piece of the societal puzzle. We recognize that the industry makes a variety of posi-
tive contributions in addressing issues and that they always will. We especially utilize a non-judg-
mental process that respects the creative integrity and creative rights of all forms of productions.

From this perspective EIC entered into the area of decreasing gun violence and increasing
firearm safety. As with the other issues we address, our primary goal is to empower the creative
community with knowledge, both scientific and behavioral. The publication of this resource ency-
clopedia gives a vast array of ideas and perspectives from which the creative process can spring-
board to life. The very public debate that is occurring in the United States on almost every aspect
of firearms is riddled with story ideas and very real conflict. Every American citizen will be directly
affected in some way by how our nation solves its diverse interpretations of the Second Amend-
ment, and with the consequences of these decisions. 

Our approach simply emphasizes that it may be advantageous to society to reduce the depic-
tion of gun violence while exploring other creative forms of conflict resolution. It may be benefi-
cial to use alternative measures to deal with firearm safety and injury prevention. After all, it is 
the inherent power of the creative process to form entertainment that is exciting, enlightening
and in some instances educational. This book is simply fuel for the process.

Brian L. Dyak
President and CEO
Entertainment Industries Council, Inc.

PREFACE 
Message from Brian Dyak
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The power of culture is the power of humanity. Writers, painters, musicians, and performers in
all media are gifted with the ability to express the infinite range of human passion, emotion, hope
and concern.

To the artist we entrust the values we hope most endure.
At the Joyce Foundation, we have found that many public policy issues increasingly touch and

concern people at the cultural level. Therefore, organizations like the Entertainment Industries
Council, Inc. are important translators of what matters to people, what moves their hearts and
minds. Public policy issues are really just reflections of the great human narrative. But there is
nothing remotely romantic or adventurous about the story of gun violence in our country. The
Joyce Foundation became active in the gun violence area because so much injury and death can
and should be prevented by sound public policy and informed public scrutiny.

It is often claimed that the US has a crime problem. We do, but our crime rates are similar to
other developed countries. It is often claimed that the US has a violence problem. We do, but our
rates of violence are similar to other developed countries. What is out of line is our lethal violence,
and most of our lethal violence is gun violence. And sadly it is our nation’s young people who pay
a disproportionate price for this epidemic. A comparison of violent deaths of 5-14 year olds between
the US and the 26 other developed countries in the 1990s shows that the US has 10 times the
firearms suicide rate (and the same non-firearm suicide rate ), a 17 times higher firearm homicide
rate and a 9 times greater unintentional (or “accidental”) firearm related death rate—again, for 
children 5 to 14 years of age.

However, we ought not be powerless against this public health scourge.
It is heartening to know that so many members of the entertainment industry are committed

to the art of making a difference, and we are proud to support the work of the Council and its
efforts on behalf of responsible entertainment. It is not every generation that is given an opportu-
nity to protect the next in such a direct and concrete way. Thank you.

Special Message
Paula DiPerna

President, The Joyce Foundation
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Dear Creative Professional:

As an Emergency Medicine physician, I am routinely asked to try to mend the broken bodies
of those who are lucky enough to reach the hospital, all too often with little medical care to offer.
As a public health practitioner, I know that, with better information and a common purpose, our
communities and nation can do significantly better in preventing firearm violence. 

The Entertainment Industries Council (EIC) has produced a timely and important publication
that will serve as a valuable resource for members of the entertainment community interested in
reducing the toll of firearm violence. With more than 30,000 firearm deaths annually, and
uncounted additional injuries, the United States continues to experience far more gun violence
than the other industrialized nations of the world. 

Unfortunately, public debate has been mired in the rhetoric of gun rights versus gun control.
Violent events are too often followed by energies misspent on fixing blame and on wringing of
hands rather than on seeking effective prevention. It is time to change the nature of the debate.
Gun owners and non-gun owners alike have a common interest in preventing firearm injuries and
in promoting safe homes and streets. When firearms are viewed as consumer products, a variety 
of new and potentially effective prevention strategies can be explored. We have had success with
other inherently dangerous products from cars to medicines. Why not with guns?

We applaud the EIC for developing an excellent resource and commend it to the entertain-
ment industry. It offers a very real opportunity to change the nature of the public discussion about
firearm violence by attacking myths, promoting more complete understanding of these events and
motivating audiences to take effective action to stop the violence. 

Special Message
Stephen W. Hargarten, MD, MPH

Chairman, Department of Emergency Medicine
Director of the Firearm Injury Center, Medical College of Wisconsin
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Like most of us, I’d grown accustomed to the standard-issue “shoot ‘em ups” on TV. But an EIC-
hosted conference on gun violence I attended last year spurred my taking a fresh look at firearms.
When one of the speakers stressed the potentially lethal combination of guns in the home and
curious children, I got an idea for a story line for the show I produce and often write, Family Law.

This idea culminated in an episode this year that explored both sides of the guns-at-home-
for-protection debate - whether, as a chapter in this book puts it, they're more empowering 
or imperiling. 

Though my ultimate goal was simply to tell a good story, I hope that the show also raised the
awareness level of viewers about the inherent dangers that guns in the home may pose. I became
even more invested in the script when yet another tragic round of school shootings occurred dur-
ing our filming. 

I applaud the efforts of this Spotlight on Depiction book to emphasize realistic portrayals of fire-
arm use and bring to the foreground what TV programs and films often omit: the consequences 
of both violence and carelessness. Hopefully these depiction suggestions will prompt others in 
the entertainment community to go down creative paths less traveled and perhaps that may make 
all the difference. 

Special Message
Paul Haggis

Writer/Producer/Director
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How To Use This Book

One of the chief virtues of Spotlight on
Depiction of Health and Social Issues is that it can
quickly, easily, and clearly satisfy the immediate
needs of its reader, directing that reader, where
appropriate, to further sources of information.

This publication contains depiction sugges-
tions, recent findings and statistical information,
and resource listings for technical assistance. It is
further supported by a free 60-90 minute Spotlight
on Depiction briefing which is available to the cre-
ative staffs of networks, studios, production
companies, and individual productions on
request, tailored to specific informational needs.

EIC also provides First Draft™, a free techni-
cal resource service linking creators with experts
who can respond to particular questions, advise
on script accuracy, or merely serve as a technical
sounding board on all areas of gun violence 
and safety.

This book has several sections, designed for
quick access. Included are:

◆ Glossary: Contains definitions of commonly
used terms, both with regard to firearms and
firearm laws.

◆ Depiction Suggestions: Provide points to
consider when portraying guns, or opting for
other means of conflict resolution.

◆ Fact Sheet: Provides the most current statis-
tics and information about a particular area,
along with the informational sources.

◆ Technical Resource Listing: Provides contact
information for a variety of experts and organi-
zations knowledgeable about the various facets
of gun violence and safety.

◆ True-life Stories: Bring to life the statistical
and academic information contained elsewhere
in this book. Taken from newspapers from
around the country, these stories about gun use
may provide ideas for plot lines. They are inter-
spersed throughout the “Depiction Suggestions”
section.

◆ Safety Devices: Describes both internal and
external devices designed to ensure the safe use
of firearms.

◆ Guns and the Law: Discusses various State
and Federal statutes pertaining to the purchase,
possession and use of firearms. 

S P O T L I G H T  O N  D E P I C T I O N  O F  H E A L T H  A N D  S O C I A L  I S S U E S



S P O T L I G H T  O N  D E P I C T I O N  O F  H E A L T H  A N D  S O C I A L  I S S U E S

xii



Spotligh
t o

n
 D

epictio
n

Table of C
ontents

S P O T L I G H T  O N  D E P I C T I O N  O F  H E A L T H  A N D  S O C I A L  I S S U E S

xiii

Spotlight on Depiction of Firearm Violence and Safety
Table of Contents

Section I: Depiction Suggestions and Fact Sheets
Chapter 1 Crime and Punishment — Looking Down the Barrel

■ Depiction Suggestions
Legal Consequences  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.1

■ Fact Sheet
Tools of the Trade  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1.3

Chapter 2 Guns, Drugs and Alcohol — A Dangerous Cocktail
■ Depiction Suggestions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.1
■ Fact Sheet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.3

Chapter 3 Firearm Consequences — You Do the After-Math
■ Depiction Suggestions 

Emotional Consequences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.1
Physical Consequences  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.3

■ Fact Sheet 
Firearm Injury and Death  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.5

Chapter 4 Firearm Safety — Bullets Astray
■ Depiction Suggestions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.1
■ Fact Sheet 

Unintentional Shootings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.5
Safety and Storage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.7

Chapter 5 Guns for Protection — Empowering or Imperiling?
■ Depiction Suggestions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.1
■ Fact Sheet 

Taking Aim at Friends and Lovers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5.3

Chapter 6 Kids and Guns — A Major Minor Problem
■ Depiction Suggestions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6.1
■ Fact Sheet 

Kids on the Trigger Side . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6.3

Kids in the Cross-Hairs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6.5

Chapter 7 Prevalence of Guns — Here a Gun, There a Gun
■ Depiction Suggestions 

Putting Guns Back in Their Holsters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.1
Deglamorizing Gun Play  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.3
Providing a Positive Role Model  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.7



Sp
ot

lig
h

t 
o

n
 D

ep
ic

ti
o

n

Ta
bl

e 
of

 C
on

te
nt

s

S P O T L I G H T  O N  D E P I C T I O N  O F  H E A L T H  A N D  S O C I A L  I S S U E S

xiv

Chapter 7 Prevalence of Guns — Here a Gun, There a Gun (Continued)

■ Fact Sheet 
The Numbers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.9
Firearms and the Sexes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7.11

Chapter 8: Suicides — Guns Turned Inward
■ Depiction Suggestions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.1
■ Fact Sheet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8.3

Section II: Safety Devices, Safe Handling, and Gun Laws
Chapter 9 Understanding Firearms — Anatomy Lessons

■ Anatomy of a Revolver  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9.1
■ Anatomy of a Pistol  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9.1
■ Anatomy of a Bullet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9.2

Chapter 10 Safety Devices — Build a Safer Mousetrap
■ Definitions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10.1
■ External Devices  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10.1
■ Built-In Devices  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10.3
■ Locks, Boxes and Safes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10.7
■ Combinations and Computer Chips  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10.8

Chapter 11 Handling of Theatrical Firearms — Making Sets Foolproof
■ IATSE Recommendations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11.1

Chapter 12 Guns and the Law — Legal Ammunition
■ Statutory Provisions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12.1

Section III: Terminology and Resources
Chapter 13 Glossary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13.1

Chapter 14 Resources
■ Resource List  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14.1
■ Technical Resources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14.3

Chapter 15 In Remembrance — The Entertainment Industry Toll of Firearm Deaths  . . . . . . . . . . . .15.1
EIC Board of Directors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15.2
EIC Mission and Operating Principles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15.3
EIC Programs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15.4


